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Here is a fascinating disc of attractive twentieth century Czech chamber works, opening with Jan Hanuš´s Trio concertante, following with Eben´s Risonanza for solo harp and Ordo modalis for oboe and harp and closed with Haas´s Suite for oboe and piano...

 

Members who have attended the Leamington Czech Music weekends will recall Kateřina Englichová playing Petr Eben´s Risonanza to great effect. Although given its first performance in Berlin, Kateřina gave the Czech premiere and it is good to have her fine reading preserved here. The modal element of the title is present throughout the Ordo modalis, which was first performed in Olomouc in 1964 by Jiří Mihule and M. Kožíková.

 

In this recording it is beautifully played by Vilém Veverka and Kateřina Englichová, Petr Eben´s understanding of the capabilities of both instruments´specific sound worlds and techniques being amply and effectively demonstrated. Pavel Haas´s Suite for oboe and piano will be better known to many members and here all three movements are given strong and satisfying performances.

